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Roles

	Role Card A: Supporters

	Key Question

Who should be funded – the original or the current bondholders?



	Position

You support splitting payments between the current & original bondholders.

Arguments

1. The original bondholders were cheated out of what the government owed them. If original bondholders are not compensated, the new government will be viewed as unfair. 

2. A “discriminating” funding plan, whereby payments are split between original and current bondholders, will help restore the peoples’ faith in government.




	Role Card B: Opponents

	Key Question

Who should be funded – the original or the current bondholders?



	Position

You support repaying the current bondholders.

Arguments

1. The government does not have the resources to find the original bondholders.

2. The government should not reward those who lost faith in their government and sold their bonds prematurely. The government should reward loyalty.

3. The U.S. economy is weak because it is too dependent on other countries. It is strong in farming and trade but has very limited manufacturing (factories to make manufactured goods). If the wealthy risk takers are repaid, it will reward risk-taking & create a pool of entrepreneurs who are likely to invest in machines & factories, thereby helping the U.S. to become both politically & economically independent.
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