
Assessments

Task A
	     “…the principle of the motion [to grant a right to instruct]…would take away all the freedom and independence of the representatives, it would destroy the very spirit of representation itself, by rendering Congress a passive machine instead of a deliberative body.”

                                                                                         Congressman George Clymer

                                                                                                           Pennsylvania, August 1789


What is the purpose of these remarks by Representative Clymer & what is his point of view regarding the motion?

Task B
	     “It cannot be pretended that a representative is to be the organ of his own will alone; for then, he would be so far despotic. He must be the organ of others – of whom? Not of the nation, for the nation deputes him not; but of his constituents, who alone know, alone have trusted, and can alone displace him.” 

                                                                               Virginia General Assembly

                                                                                                Journal of the Senate, 1812


What point of view is being expressed by the Virginia General Assembly in Document 1 regarding theories of representation?

	       “The voters selected us, in short, because they had confidence in our judgment and our ability to exercise that judgment from a position where we could determine their own best interests, as a part of the nation’s interests. This may mean that we must on occasion lead, inform, correct and sometimes even ignore constituent opinion, if we are to exercise fully that judgment for which we were elected.”

                                                                                 Senator John Fitzgerald Kennedy

                                                                                                  Massachusetts (D), 1955 


What point of view is being expressed by Senator John Fitzgerald Kennedy in Document 2 regarding theories of representation?

Task C

	       A bill has been proposed that would limit the amount of time a Congressman can serve to two terms. Representative Jones is against the bill because she believes that members of Congress should be allowed to serve as long as the voters support her. Representative Jones staff conducts a poll and it reveals that 68% of the voters in her district support the term limit bill.


Which theory of representation should Representative Jones follow in this case? Explain why. 

Task D

	President


	Congress
	Supreme Court




Rank the three branches of the federal government in terms of the degree to which each branch was reflective of the people’s sovereignty. Explain your rankings.

Task E


Explain one way that the United States Constitution limits the powers of the federal government. 

Task F


What role does Congress play in amending the Constitution?
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